
Animal Behaviour Teachers Notes 

 

Lesson Synopsis 

‘A Children’s Guide to Animal Behaviour and Welfare’ is book is split it to two parts. 

The first part of the book is designed to get children thinking about similarities and 

differences between humans and other animals through the topic of animal 

behaviour. We explore communication, play, courtship behaviour, tool-use, feelings, 

animal homes and social structures. This will prepare the class for the second part of 

the book which looks at the five needs of animal welfare and how the expression of 

those needs might be slightly different between species even though the same needs 

apply to all animals including humans. This lesson covers the animal behaviour part 

of the lesson 
 

We think learning about animal behaviour is important because it installs a greater 

understanding and respect for other animals and forms the basis of animal welfare. If 

you understand how an animal behaves in the wild you can begin to understand their 

welfare needs. 

 

Preparation:  
 Book 

 Animal Behaviour PowerPoint slides or video  

 

Option 1:  Video-Led lesson using the YouTube video  
Use this option if you would like Generation 2050 to guide the class through the lesson. 

Option 2: Teacher-led lesson using the PowerPoint slides 
Use this option if you would like more control over the timing of the lesson and to add additional 

content. 

 

 
 



 
 
 
Option 1: Video-led lesson plan 
 

1. Read the poem section of ‘A Children’s Guide to Animal Behaviour and Welfare’  

2. Play the video and pause where prompted for class discussions 

3. About half-way through the video you will be prompted to explain how to play the 

bee waggle dance game. Please explain this:  

WAGGLE GAME:  

  Ask the class to draw some flowers on A4 sheets of paper  

 Dot them around the classroom at different distances 

  Put some scrunched up bits of yellow paper on top of the 

flowers or if you are feeling generous some sweets (the nectar). 

  Ask all the kids to stand in a circle in the middle of the room 

facing inwards (the hive) 

 Ask one child as a time to find a flower pick up a piece of nectar 

and bring it back to the hive then do the waggle dance. They 

should do a waggle for every step it takes to get back to the hive 

and move in the direction of the flower. They should then turn 

right and go back the start and do it again before turning left and 

going back to the start. 

  Then one of the other bees/kids has to guess which flower it 

was using the instruction communicated by the first bee.  

 Repeat until they get bored.  

 

 



 

 

Option 2: Teacher-Led PowerPoint Slides 
lesson 
 

 The PowerPoint presentation will guide you through the first part of the book 

up to page 12. There is a separate video for the second part of the book. 

 This may take several lessons to complete depending on how much time you 

have, so we suggest every time you pick this up again you read through the 

poem before proceeding with the slide you left it at last time. 

 

PowerPoint slide 1 - Welcome 
 

 Launch the first slide and tell the class they will be learning all about animal 

behaviour and welfare with this book. 

 

 Read through the entire poetry portion of the book to page12 one time then 

start to run through the slides and activities below.  
 

Pages 1 -2: Animal Shapes & Sizes 
PowerPoint Slides 2 -5 
 

Ask the class; 

  If they can name all of the animals on pages 1-2 

 To order the animals by size 

 Can they name some other animals that are big, small, smelly or strong? 

 Which animal would they like to be a why? 

 Which words rhyme on the page? 

 

 



Pages 3-4: Body Characteristics   
PowerPoint slides 6 

 Re-read pages 3-4 

 Ask the class if they think people are animals and what we are called: Homo 

Sapiens 

 Ask the class to name all of the animals on pages 3-4 (they probably won’t be 

able to name the animal at the top right. It is a pangolin but don’t tell them 

yet) 

  Do they think it’s more like a lizard or a human? (Don’t give away an answers  

 yet it’s on the next slide) 

PowerPoint Slides 7-8 
 Show the photo of a pangolin now 

 Ask if they would like to find out more, then show them the next page 

 

PowerPoint slide 9 
There is a video embedded in this slide about the pangolins. Here are some of the 

facts you can discuss afterwards: 

 Pangolins are more like humans than lizards because we are both mammals 

and lizards are reptiles. 

 Their scales are made out of the same stuff as our finger nails  

 All mammals  give birth to babies and don’t lay eggs like reptiles 

 They look after their babies whereas as reptiles hatch from eggs and look after 

themselves 

 Pangolins are very endangered which means there aren’t many left in the wild 

 

PowerPoint slide 10 
 

 Ask the class to say which of the animals on pages 3-4 are hairy, scaly or just 

have bare skin? 

 We haven’t mentioned feathers on this page so ask them if animals can be 

covered in anything else. 

 

 Ask the class if they can think of any other animals with bendy thumbs. 

 

 Ask what bendy thumbs are useful for e.g twisting, gripping. 



 

  Bendy thumbs allow humans to manipulate objects much more skilfully than 

other animals and may account for why we have developed so much 

technology. 

 

Page 5: Animal Communication 
PowerPoint slide 11 

 Re-read page 5, this page is all about animal communication. Animal 

communication is a massive topic but we have condensed it down to some 

interesting facts over the next few slides. 

 This is an opportunity to get animated with the class. Ask them about the 

different sounds animals make and if they can show everyone. 

 Why do animals make sounds?  

 Do they think it is how animals talk to each other?  

 Animals make sounds to communicate with each other and other animals. 

PowerPoint slide 12 
 Play the sounds and ask the class to guess the animals that are making the 

sounds 

 Ask the class why they think birds sing (answer: to attract mates) 

 Ask the class why tigers roar (answer: As a show of strength to warn other 

animals not to mess with them) 

PowerPoint slides 13 
 Sometimes animals don’t use their voice to communicate/talk they use body 

language 

 Bees do something called a waggle dance to tell the other bees where 

food/nectar is located 

 This slide has a video of a bee doing a waggle dance.  

 Point out how the other bees are watching 

 They waggle their bum for every second the flower is away from the hive and 

they waggle in the direction of the flower. It is bit more complicated than this 

so if your kids are older there is a link to a video in the resources section which 

explains this in more detail. 

Powerpoint slide 14 
 This slide demonstrates the waggle dance in a more simplified fashion. 



GAME:  

  Ask the class to draw some flowers on A4 sheets of paper  

 Dot them around the classroom at different distances 

  Put some scrunched up bits of yellow paper on top of the 

flowers or if you are feeling generous some sweets (the nectar). 

  Ask all the kids to stand in a circle in the middle of the room 

facing inwards (the hive) 

 Ask one child as a time to find a flower pick up a piece of nectar 

and bring it back to the hive then do the waggle dance. They 

should do a waggle for every step it takes to get back to the hive 

and move in the direction of the flower. They should then turn 

right and go back the start and do it again before turning left and 

going back to the start. 

  Then one of the other bees/kids has to guess which flower it 

was using the instruction communicated by the first bee.  

 Repeat until they get bored.  

 

 

 

PowerPoint slide 15 
Cat communication with humans. Tell the class some of these facts about cats: 

 Cats have lived with people for a thousands of years 

 The mostly use vocalisations (make sounds) to communicate with people  

 They mostly communicate with other cats through body language/movement 

and scent/smell 



 Lets see how well the class speaks cat. Play the sound clips and ask the class to 

guess how the cats in those clips feel (answers: Angry/scared, Contented, 

Demanding  - maybe food or to open a door) 

Page 6: Social Groups & Homes 
 

 Re-read page 6.This page is all about habitats and Social groups 

 Ask the class what type of animals live alone. Answer Solitary 

 Ask the class what type of animals live in groups. Answer Social  

 Ask the class what it is called when animals move a long distance from one 

place to another. Answer Migration. 

 Why do they think animals migrate sometimes? Answer: to find a more 

suitable environment for example elephants migrate to follow the rainy 

season and ensure access to water 

 

 

PowerPoint slide 16 
 Ask the class whether they think the monarch butterfly is solitary or social.  

 Ask them if they think the monarch butterfly migrates. 

 Reveal the answers by clicking down 

 Why do they think the Monarch Butterfly migrates? Answer to find a warmer 

place to live. 

PowerPoint slide 17 
 Show them the map of the Monarch Butterfly migration and point out the 

countries. 

  It migrates from the USA AND Canada to Mexico for the winter – roughly 

2000 miles over three months  

  it would take an adult human at least 54 hours in car. That’s a lot of driving. 

Powerpoint slide 18 
 What about the tiger?  

 Solitary or social? (Solitary)  

 Does it migrate? (No) 

 How big is it home? (big about 100square km) 

Powepoint slide 19 
 Lets take a look at how big a tiger territory is 



 The yellow box is 1 square mile  

 Ask the kids how big they think a tigers territory is on the picture. Get them to 

show you on the projector screen how much space they have in the wild and 

how much space on average in the zoo. 

 Then press the enter key until all the answers are revealed 

Powerpoint slide 20 
 Ask if they think rabbits are social or solitary. Answer social 

 Point out that this means pet rabbits are very sad when they live alone 

without any friends. 

 Where do rabbits live? Burrows 

 Do they need space to explore and graze grass? Yes 

Powerpoint slide 21 
 Play a game with the class and ask them how many football pitches a wild 

rabbit can explore every night 

 The answer is 30 – count them out with the class 

 Point out that this means pet rabbits also need lots of exercise 

PowerPoint slide 22 
 Elephants are social  

 They migrate as the rainy season moves around Africa to follow the water 

PowerPoint slide 23 
 Sea turtles are solitary  

 They migrate across the ocean 1000s of miles  

 They migrate to find better food sources and warmer waters 
 

 Honey Bees are social insects and live in large colonies with one queen and 

thousands of workers. They build homes called hives.  

 

Page 7: Courtship and Tool use 
 Re-read page 7 and ask the kids what they think the word ‘squeezey means? 

They might say mate, partner, girlfriend, boyfriend, if not tell them. 

 Ask them which pictures on the page demonstrate animals giving jewels to 

their ‘squeezey? (Bower birds and hand with ring)  

 Ask one of the kids to read the descriptions under the pictures. 



PowerPoint slide 24 
 Show the class the video of a bower bird decorating his nest with blue objects 

 

 Ask the class what other things animals do to find a mate? E.g. sing or give 

presents or dance. Ask them if they have ever given a present for valentine’s 

day 

PowerPoint Slide 25 
 Show the class the video of bird of paradise practicing his dance to impress 

the ladies. 

PowerPoint Slide 26 
 Ask the kids why animals might use tools (to make achieving a goal easier or 

quicker) and if they can think of any animals that use tools other than people. 

  What sort of things do we use tools for? 

 Show the class the video on this slide of different animals using tools 

 

 
Page 8 – Animal Pain 

 Read page 8 again with the class. 

PowePoint slide 27: 
 Ask the class: 

 Why is pain useful? (helps you avoid danger) 

  Why does the boy on the slide take his hand away from the hot stove? 

 What would happen if he didn’t feel pain? 

 Do they think other animals feel pain? Answer: YES they do. Pain is essential 

for survival such as to avoid danger. All animals have nerves which tell our 

brains that we feel pain. 

 How can you tell when a person is in pain? 

 How can you tell if an animal is in pain? Answer: It can sometimes be difficult 

for people to tell if another animal is in pain. Animals often try to hide pain 

because rivals or predators might perceive them as weak. Prey species 

particularly try to hide it. If you look carefully there are signs such as limping, 

hunching, being unresponsive, hiding or behaving strangely such as a cat 

might pee outside the litter box to let you know it’s unwell. 

 



 
 

Page 9: Animal Emotions  
PowerPoint Slides 28 – 33 

 Read the poem on page 9. 

 Slides 22-27 each feature an animal behaving in a certain way (Cat, Rabbit, 

Cat, Elephant, Rat, Pigs) 

 Ask the class how can we tell how another animal feels?  

 Tell them that we can learn a lot about how an animal feels from observing it’s 

behaviour and how it interacts with others. 

 Go through each slide and ask the class to guess how the animals feels and ask 

them why they think that, then reveal the answers on the slide.  

 The pigs are the last slide. Ask the kids why they think one pig is sad and the 

other happy. Tell them the answer is in the book and read the annotated 

notes next to the pictures on page 9. 

 
 
Page 10: Animal Sentience 

 Re-read page 10. 

 Ask the children what it means if an animal is sentient. This is a difficult topic 

for kids. Keep it as simple as you need to for your class. 

 All animals are sentient which at its most basic means they have feelings.   

Powerpoint slide 34 
 

 Show the class the definition of animal sentience on the slide  

 Ask them what emotions are 

 Ask them to name some emotions 

 Ask them what sensation are. Can the name our five senses? Touch, smell, 

taste, hearing,  sight 

 Name a few animals beginning with cockroach and spider and ask the class if 

they have feelings/are sentient. Throw in a few inanimate objects to see if the 

class can distinguish them. 

 Ask ‘If animals have the same feelings as people. Does that means their 

feelings matter? 



Page 11: Animal Play 
 Ask the children why they play?  

 Do other animals play? 

 Why? 

 Because it’s fun and it’s a safe way to practice more adult behaviours 

Powerpoint slide 35 
 

 Press play on the three minute compilation of animal play 

PowerPoint Slide 36 
 The end of the lesson 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Extra resources 
 

Video about a rescued pangolin: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhdhhhyYpio 

 

 

Bower Birds & nest building  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U89tw093s_Y 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Dq437HuhO0 

 

Chimpanzee tool use  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GC25X6d2dds 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=inFkERO30oM 

 

Bee waggle dance explained  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bFDGPgXtK-U   

 

Butterfly Migration  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xT6UsQwZyy0 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fhdhhhyYpio
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U89tw093s_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Dq437HuhO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GC25X6d2dds
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=inFkERO30oM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bFDGPgXtK-U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xT6UsQwZyy0

